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Looking Back at McCardell: It's a L.ot
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Looking

By BERNADINE MORRIS-

The Paris fashion world has
Chanel as its monument, New
York has Claire McCardell. .
Both ~ women, though de-.
ceased, have influenced the
current casual mood of fash-
ion. Chanel invented the
sweater, McCardell invented
the American Look. *

It was born in the Depres--
sion-ridden mnineteen-thirties,
flourished during the war
years of the forties, fell off
at' the '‘end of the fifties
(McCardell died in 1958), and
all but disappeared in the |-7
sixties, when Paris regained
center-stage “with swinging
., London close behind.

~ "Now that spartswear, the

crux of the American Look,
. has beconie  the dominant ~-
- trend-on-Seventh Avenue and

other satellite fashion cen- B

ters, the Fashlon Institute of ..

Technology felt the time was
right for a McCardell -retro-
wspectiver~———""—

It was_held Monday niglit

In the school's auditorium,
227 West 27th  Street, fol-
lowed by a $125-a-person
hlack tie supper dance in the
lobby.

Like a Premiere

Seventh Ayenue, which

supports the state-run col-

lege, came out in droves, Stu-
dents lined up outside the

~school [i"(:‘lim-l%-ﬁ\'f{{ ol the |
limousines carrying such per-
sonalittts as Lynn Revson
(whose- - husband,” Charles,
heads Revion) in her sequin-
sparkling red jacket over a
black dress by Norman No-
rell—Beth - Levine, the shoe
designer, in her Halston caf-
tan, and Jerry Silverman, the
manufacturer, with Pauline
Trigére, in her.Trigére:

l It had all the earmarks of

I a Hollywood premiere, way

Claire McCardell's first success was monk's dress in

8

1938,
at left. The bias ,cut flared dress with no waistlin ¢ was
worn with a wide belt. The forties were a fertile |period,
when she developed her own style and theé American s ports-
wear ‘look. Coverall, seated, “was made for defense w. Orkers
in 1942, -one cof first jumpsuits. Halter dress in cotto N Wwas
innovative for evening in 1947, second from'right. B ubble-
shaped swimsuit of 1945 .was belted like monk dress,

back when. .- '
| o Fashion retrospectives. are .
| a risky business. Paintings or Kasper, one of today's most
| sculpture can gain from dis- ¢ ccossfyl designers. “Where  Leslie Fay
tance, but clothes are, after yno waistline is or where the 1921, lamented
- all, keyed closely to the time  jomline doesn’t matter. dell had camg to
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lose 25 bnumls and take
them “all back."
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who were important, like her work were on the stage: 2
Adrlan, but T always thought 'The monk's dress, which
they made clothes for my - catdpulted her—to-fame in =

t938==a—tooseblasturdress, |
forerunmer —of —the—chemfse——
that came 20 vears later—that
the wearer belted in and
that fit everyope.. . . the pop-_

for me." . —= +

For her acceptahce spéech,
Mrs. Evans had the girls in
her sample room make a yel-

low mohair cardigan that she over, a wranaround dress in

tossed over a dolman-sleeve  the earlvy forties, meant to

white'sweater and long white  serve the needs of The woman

pleated skirt, 1t was spors- d o cope Tor herself .

wear at mighi . “hen while her maid ~
Miss MeCardull's range was to the defense

from beach clothes to eyve- plants jersey dresses tied Ty

arcund the waist with strings

she av and as =oble-as-a toga, -~

built-in bras. : Her "clbthes But more. important than .. +

wrapped and - tied, flowed any of the individual: styles———==

smooth!ly 4l never con- was the attitude: clothes that

stricter), She was concerned  are honest and free but never

first with ' comfort; anarchic. If that concept.

out of
thateanws aIvie :
Som= of.the-landmarks of

——=—taRes held - theres-hopefgr . —
the fashion business: o
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Sister Lileen wore
red skirt with a white turtle.
reck sweater top, Her ord
sisters of Charity,
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bach's was discussing with
ne Sarz, hig fashion direc-
the possibility- of making
furline vopies: of
Cardell clothes. ]
_And__inpumérable —design-
ers, including Victor Costa of
Suzy Perette, made elaborate
noles on the stvles they liked

ha
Lile
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[ Tater [0 s€e how they

re- made,
Perhaps the happiest wom-
at the show was Bess
who worked
MeCardell's  assis
1932 until 1958,
AMrs. . Sustersie _ works- . for
Oscar de la Renta, but for
the party she turned up in a
red satin dress
McCardell's last collection, in

an
susiersic,
Miss

form

i,

_ '_sho-wn with husband,”Rolert, won
alomnus award. Claire McCardell was her idol. _

Lee Evans,
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Bessie Sustersic, McCardell’s assistant, center, wore 1957 satin dress

: S and
whipped up McCardell copy in jersey for her daughter, Claire, left. dlarjorie

couldn’t recall from which year.

Griswold, right, also wore a McCardell, but

planned 10 return (o the—-

from  Mijss ©

. Re,

7. And the night before,
A ran up a halter .dress in
iz jersey for her daughter,
aire, who was named after
r . bosk e
“She wused to send’ her
vs," said Mrs. Sustersic,
aming. Her daughter, a
il blonde like her name-
is now Mrs. Philip
illemi. She is 26 years old.
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sister-in-law — bul she
ned out to be too short,"”
» said. “Now I'd like to
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am of 1896 Mouton -Roths-*

ild and a case of repular

- ttles of 1929 Chateau La-

¢ Rothschild. The 1896

» outon went for $2,600 and

® case_of Lafite went for
,600. :
The previous. high for a

1Ne saie 10or_»Z,GUU ol the
1896 rehoboam of Mouton
was a good example of how
wine has become a specula-
tive commodity. The cata-
logue described the bottle as
coming “from the private
cellar of Mr. Howard Clay

_ Story 3d of Philadelphia and

Atlanta.”
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lose 25 pounds
them all back.”
Her husband is chairman
of the First
of Maryland, in Baltimare.
Marjorie Griswold, the Lord
& Taylor buver who promot-

and take

ed " McCardell as  well as
such other innovators as
tdi Gernreich and Emilio
Pugci, wore _aubergice
chiffon MECar from she

couldn't-remember what vear,
Clothes *Quite Radical’

“Her clothes de :
revoluiionary today, but they
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she ohzarvead. =
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There  we ol - ners

lor_in -1871.
The Masters Collection -«
A-major-group of sales

calied Masters Collection of
the “Augusta Natianal Golf
Club, beginning with the 13435
vintage of Chitean Margaux.
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hald thar it in parh

Trpar

tional Bank — mothereshe—made—elothes—1938==a-toose~

i
i
i
|
|
=) |
i

. AT R el st

the New York Vimes/lyiens Dukes and La ry Aotis

E R
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McCarduli's puige was  went off  to the defanse
heach clothes 1o eve- plants . . . jersey dresses tied
things, all of which arocund the waist with strings

he avoided shoulder pads or and 2s nobleas-a toga.

built-in  bras.: Her clothes But* morg¢, important , than
wrapped and tied, - flowed any of the individual styles——
smoothly abd never c¢on- was the attitude: clothes that

are honest and free but never
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powerand beauty of nature. The _flbvie_r:_-'h L

3 — stifl blooms. [tsname? The Amaranthe
yesterday was from the so- |, j

. the flower that never fé’de's.'_'ﬂlis

» lovely Hegend is _the in_spir_atioi_for

Dina Merrill's Amaranthe cbl-_ogne. Stop
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